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Wire Style
50 Unique Jewelry Designs

Denise Peck

Wire jewelry is one of the hottest trends in jewelry making. Wire Style: 50 Unique Jewelry
Designs (Interweave, September 2008, $19.95), from the editor of Step by Step Wire Jewelry magazine,
is a collection of fifty contemporary, stylish, and absolutely wearable designs from top wire artists
highlighting this versatile design material.

Begin with a primer on the types of wires available on the market, plus the tools needed to get
started. Step-by-step technique photos teach the fundamentals needed to create each project in the
book, from straightening wire, creating simple loops and wrapped loops, creating loops around briolettes,
making coils and spirals, plus making jump rings, links, hoops, hooks, and ear wires. Other techniques
are also described in detail, including piercing metal and oxidizing. Projects are constructed with a range
of materials, from precious metals to plated and colored wire for an eclectic mix of funky and fabulous
designs. Various types of wire and chain are mixed up with stones, beads, and cords for an interesting

and assorted collection of designs. Projects include:

e All Wrapped Up by Sandra Lupo: Not every stone is drilled to create a bead. Use this wrapping
technique to capture a beautiful rock specimen for a focal pendant, purchased or found. You can use
this same technique on a favorite seashell.

e “8” is for Silver by Tammy L. Honaman: This bracelet makes a common design element, a coiled
spiral hook, into a focal piece. When combining wire with leather or other cording materials, oxidize
the wire first to avoid dipping the leather into the liver of sulfur solution.

¢ Winding Vines by Denise Peck: These earrings are fast, easy, and unusual! Make several pairs with
different beads on the ends to vary the look—they’ll be interesting and fun to wear.

¢ Asian Wisdom by Ronna Sarvas Weltman: This simple necklace is a study in contrasts—between
copper and silver and between the undulating bent wire and the symmetry of the beads. It may be

helpful to sketch the spiral before beginning and use it as a guide when you bend the wire.



« Rolling Rings by Kerry Bogert: Create a chunky necklace of interlocking rings that rolls around a
neckline. The size is easily adjusted by snagging any ring with the hook clasp. Oxiding the wire
highlights the handwrought construction.

e Framed and Coiled by Jodi L. Bombardier: Coiling adds a nice texture to any piece of wire jewelry.
Use this simple technique to create a frame around colorful stone nuggets, then coil some or coil
them all to create a lively bib-style necklace.

e Overwrought by Denise Peck: Rethink the ordinary! If an earring is usually long in the front and short
in the back, why not switch it up? Beautiful top-drilled diamond-shaped beads dangle from the short

coil in the front of these earrings while the ear wires extend down behind the ear.

Wire Style has everything beaders and jewelry makers need to know to begin their journey in

wireworking or to perfect their skills.
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About the author: Denise Peck is editor in chief of Step by Step Wire Jewelry magazine and senior
editor of Jewelry Artist. An editor by trade, and a life-long lover of jewelry, Denise took several years off
from publishing to go to jewelry-making school in New York City in 1999. After receiving her bench
jeweler's certificate from Studio Jeweler's Ltd., she made and sold her own jewelry line in several galleries
in Boston, Massachusetts, where she was living at the time. Now a Philadelphia resident, Denise is able
to combine her profession and passion.

About Interweave:

Interweave, a unit of Aspire Media, is one of the nation’s largest and most respected arts and craft media
companies, with businesses in magazine and book publishing, online media, television and video
programming, directories, and events. The Interweave Publishing Group features 18 subscription
magazines and many more special interest newsstand publications sold on newsstands nationwide.
Interweave has more than 250 books in print and annually publishes about 40 how-to books on the same
subjects as the company’s magazines. Additionally, Interweave produces several major events for fiber
and bead, gem, and jewelry-making enthusiasts and has an extensive Internet network of more than 30
websites and daily e-mail newsletters. Interweave is the proud sponsor of three craft television series
airing on PBS: Quilting Arts TV, a fresh, contemporary quilting program, Beads, Baubles, & Jewels, public
television’s only how-to program for beading and jewelry making enthusiasts, and public television’s
newest show for knitting and crochet enthusiasts, Knitting Daily TV.

Linda Ligon founded the company in the 1970s when she began publishing Handwoven and Spin-Off
magazines. Since then, the company has grown to employ more than 100 people throughout the country,
with corporate headquarters located in Loveland, Colorado and other offices in New York, New York,
Malvern, Pennsylvania; Santa Fe, New Mexico; San Diego, California; and Stow, Massachusetts. For
more information on Interweave, visit interweave.com or call (970) 669-7672.



