
can’t sew . . . yet. Someday I will tackle this 
skill, but until then if I want to make a 

garment, I have to create a work-around. This 
simple tunic is a good example of how I go 
about doing that. It is made with one long 
and two short strips of fabric, and it has only 
three seams. 

Fabric drape is an important consideration 
with simply constructed garments that don’t 
contain a lot of shaping. Loose setts and 
silk-like yarns are a good choice. In this warp, 
the navy and variegated threads are mixed in 
various proportions to create a rich color 
balance. The color order and sett changes after 
every five “spaces” (each space is either a slot 
or a hole of the rigid heddle); see Figure 1. 

The hardest part of making this fabric is 
getting the right threads in the right places.  
To make the different arrangements of the 
two colors and varied setts easier to manage, I 
recommend winding five separate warp 
chains. For each chain, the threads that go 
into a designated slot or hole are placed 
together in the cross. For instance, for Chain 
A (see Step 1), hold two variegated threads 
and one navy thread together as you wind. 

Tunic scarf
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TIP: To wind the warp: Make a center-pull 
ball of each color so that you can wind two 

same-colored ends from one ball. Place each 
ball in a separate container, such as an empty 

coffee can, to keep it from rolling around. 
Tencel is really slippery—make the balls 

somewhat small so they are manageable.
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To wear the tunic as a 
scarf, slip fringed end 

through the neck hole.

1. Warp color order
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WEAVING MADE EASY is an accessible guide for  
beginning weavers to use the simplest of looms—the 
rigid heddle. This book is packed with clear step-by-

step instructions for warping and weaving and includes abundant 
tips and techniques for color, design, construction, and embellish-
ment (all also adaptable to a shaft loom). Whether you are using 

a rigid-heddle or a shaft loom, Weaving 
Made Easy is the ultimate idea book for 
the beginning weaver. 

Handwoven is your window to the 
weaving world. In each issue, you will 
find inspiring projects, helpful tips and tricks, 
features that will tickle your imagination, and all the latest on weaving 
tools, equipment, and supplies. Handwoven also offers a free weekly  
e-newsletter, Weaving Weekly, that includes our editor’s popular  
Ask Madelyn column, where she answers your questions about the  
how-tos of weaving. To subscribe to Handwoven or sign up for our free  
e-newsletter today, visit handwovenmagazine.com. 

Liz Gipson of Loveland, Colorado, is the author of Weaving 
Made Easy, and co-host of Knitting Daily TV on public 
television. She loves nothing more than to sit down at her 
loom and weave. 


