
During the early 1980s, I
wove little shiny rayon
purses I called Disco Bags.

For them, I used a variation of warp
rep that I discovered during a 1974 work-
shop with Malin Selander.

In the workshop, I had become in-
trigued with the effect created by alter-
nating blocks of floats with blocks of plain
weave and began experimenting with
ways to increase float length. For days I
tried different effects and remember vivid-
ly Malin Selander passing by my loom,
stopping, strumming the warp floats, and
saying “too long!” 

After much testing, I finally came up
with a formula that creates rows of dimen-
sional cells outlined with shiny floats. To
create each cell row, I threw a thick pick,
three thin picks, a thick pick, and then a
final thin pick to tie down the floats. It
turns out that what I had “invented” was
a warp-faced version of honeycomb!

The floats strongly emphasize the color
and texture of the warp threads. Rayon
provides a wonderful contrast between the
shiny floats and the matte plain weave. 

Constructing the bag 

Cut lining fabric and 1 piece heavyweight
nonfusible interfacing 8" × 24". Stitch to
wrong side of lining fabric 3⁄8" from all edges.
Fold bag fabric at doubled-rib fold lines.
Turn under and press hems on flap and
front. Blind-stitch side seams by hand, en-
closing and stitching through bag handle
at the same time (with tassels hanging from
bottom for kumihimo cord, stitched secure-
ly just above knots with knots trimmed off
for plied cord). 

Right sides together, fold and sew side
seams of lining with 3⁄8" seam allowances.
Fold under and press lining hems to fit bag.
Slip the lining inside the bag, fold edges
under at flap and front, and handstitch to
flap, front, and along both side seams. 

Making the cord handle
To make a 54" long 8-element hollow
braid as for this bag (see Resources for di-
rections), use Susi rayon floss  for each el-
ement as follows: four elements of 12
strands Navy (144 yd), two elements of
2 strands Deep Purple (12 yd), and two
elements of 2 strands Supreme Red (12
yd); leave 11⁄2" tails to use as tassels.

For a 54" plied cord, tie to a stationary
object 2 strands rayon satin rattail cord 2
yd long each. Twist the strands indepen-
dently in the same direction until they start
to kink. Then twist them together in the
opposite direction and tie both ends in an
overhand knot; trim tails.

Resources
Berlin, Shirley, and Carol Goodwin. Sixty Sen-

sational Samples: a Kumihimo Collection.
United Kingdom: Shirley Berlin and Carol
Goodwin, 2004. Chapter 8, Samples
55–60; www.shirleyberlin.com.

Carey, Jacqui. Creative Kumihimo. United
Kingdom: Carey Company, 1994. www
.careycompany.com.

Neilson, Rosalie and Derek. Braid Runner
(computer software program). Milwaukie,
Oregon: Rosalie and Derek Neilson, 1997;
www.rosalieneilson.com.
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Rosalie Neilson of
Milwaukie, Oregon, has
been experimenting with
warp rep since 1974 and
kumihimo since 1980
and specializing in both.

Bag of the Month
December: small retro bag in warp rep

R O S A L I E  N E I L S O N

Remember the disco era of the late 1970s and early 1980s?  A time of shiny fabrics in bright pink and lime green?
Well, guess what—those colors are back! Not only are they used in clothing, but you’ll find rubber gloves, garden
boots, mixing bowls, and plastic cutting boards in them, too. Weave this fancy evening bag in the colors shown here
or choose your own retro-disco colors from the wide range available in this shiny rayon yarn—and go dancing!
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S T E P S  F O R  W E AV I N G  T H E  WA R P  R E P  FA B R I C  F O R  T H E  B A G
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Step

1
Step

2

Step

3

Wind a warp of 352 ends 2 yd long
and warp the loom using your pre-
ferred method following Figures 1 and
2 and the Project at-a-Glance. 

Weave the bag fabric (front, back, and
flap) following Figure 1. The  treadling
draft produces areas of ribbed texture
and rows of honeycomb-like cells that
are formed by the alternation of float
blocks and plain-weave blocks. In one
6-pick cell row, the edge block on one
side produces warp floats and the
edge block on the other side weaves
plain weave; in the alternate row, the
opposite effect occurs in each edge
block. When you are weaving a cell
row, if the first thick pick exits the shed
under a float block, it will re-enter the
shed under the same float block after
3 thin picks. Pinch a loop of the rattail
cord at that edge so that it doesn’t pull
up too closely. The loop will be held in
place by the following thin pick. 

To begin and end the rattail weft,
sew it to its last rib on the underside
of the fabric (the cord cannot be over-
lapped in a shed). To do this, start and
end with a small weft tail. If you have
to join rattail ends, whipstitch the two
ends together.

To create even selvedges: If a thin
pick exits under the edge warp
thread, place the shuttle on top of the
cloth so the thin weft lies on top of 
the rattail. If the thin pick exits over
the last warp end, pass the shuttle
under the rattail before placing the
shuttle on the woven cloth. Don’t
worry about turning the thin pick
around the last edge thread when
warp floats occur there; allow the weft
to turn inside the edge wherever the
sheds provide. 

Remove the fabric from the loom and
construct the bag and handle as in-
structed on page 1.
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Weave structure for bag fabric
Variation of warp rep.

Equipment
4-shaft loom, 8" weaving width; 12-dent
reed; 1 boat shuttle for thin weft; 1 stick
shuttle for thick weft.

Yarns
Warp: rayon floss (2,325 yd/lb), #2550

Navy 144 yd (1 oz); #5800 Lemon
Grass, 80 yd (3⁄5 oz); #3611 Supreme
Red and #6388 Deep Purple, 240 yd
(12⁄3 oz) each. 

Thick weft: rayon satin rattail cord (heavy-

weight, 2 mm or 1⁄16") Navy Blue 25 yd;
this amount includes enough for a plied
cord handle.

Thin weft:100% silk buttonhole twist sewing
thread (33 yd/spool, Gütermann,) #339
Navy Blue, 55 yd (2 spools). 

Other materials 
1⁄4 yd lining fabric; piece of Pellon interfacing
8" × 24". 

Yarn sources 
Susi rayon floss is available from Webs,
rattail cord, silk buttonhole twist thread,
and Pellon from craft and fabric stores. 

Warp order and length
352 ends 2 yd long as in Figure 2 (allows
10" take-up and 36" loom waste).

Warp and weft spacing
Warp: 48 epi (4/dent in a 12-dent reed).

Width in the reed: 71⁄3". 
Weft: 12 ppi in ribbed areas, 13 ppi in cell

areas. Woven length (measured under
tension on the loom): 25".

Finished dimensions
Amounts produce fabric 231⁄2 x 71⁄2" for a
bag 71⁄2" × 7" with a handle 40" long (with
14" enclosed in bag sides).

PROJECT AT-A-GLANCE

1. Draft 

2. Warp color order


