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Fall/Winter ’04-’05 San Diego Jacket
D I A N N E  T O T T E N

Fabric Forecast

To weave the 6-shaft fabric, wind a warp and prepare
the loom following Figures 1, 2, and Project at-a-
glance. To weave a similar fabric on four shafts, thread

the twill areas as in Figure 1, but move warp threads on shaft
5 to shaft 1 and those on shaft 6 to shaft 4. Tie the first four
treadles to weave 2/2 twill, tie treadle 5 to raise shafts 2
and 3 and treadle 6 to raise shafts 1 and 4, and use the
same treadling sequence as in Figure 1. 

Weaving

Wind three bobbins with the weft colors and weave
the fabric following Figures 1 and 3. For best re-
sults, use a temple (stretcher) to maintain warp
width, and angle the weft generously to minimize

draw-in. Carry the Coral wool/silk up the
selvedges, but end the Graphite and Elderberry yarns at

color changes. Leave weft tails hanging off the selvedge when you change
colors. They will be trimmed away during garment construction.

Finishing

Secure raw edges with machine stitching. Wash by hand in lukewarm
water with Ivory liquid. Rinse thoroughly in water of the same temper-
ature. Lay flat on terry towels, then roll around a 4" PVC pipe. Allow to
dry overnight, unroll, and press until dry with a dry iron, wool setting. 

Cutting, assembling, and sewing the jacket

Cut, assemble, and sew the garment following pattern instructions. Be-
cause the jacket is unlined, I finished the seam allowances and hems
with bias binding using a Hong Kong finish. (See Daryl Lancaster, “To
Serge or Not to Serge: Professional Seam Alternatives,” Handwoven,
May/June 2001, pages 66–70.) Wherever two seam allowances were
pressed together, I enclosed them both in the same binding and pressed
them to one side. About 7 yards of 2"-wide bias strips were required.

In this elegant 6-shaft fabric of merino wool and wool/silk,
windowpanes of straight and zigzag twills are framed by
lines of basket weave, which add texture to the fabric. The
garment’s design and construction is from Sewing Workshop’s

San Diego Jacket pattern (www.sewingworkshop.com).
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Weave structure
Twill and basket weave.

Equipment
6-shaft loom, 32" weaving width; 15-
dent reed; 3 shuttles.

Yarns
Warp: 18/2 merino wool (5,040 yd/lb,

Superfine Merino), #37 Teal, 1,157
yd (32⁄3 oz); #57 Elderberry and #66
Graphite, 1,938 yd (63⁄16 oz) each; 
#21 Copper, 625 yd (2 oz); #24
Chrome, 157 yd (1⁄2 oz).

Weft: 18/2 merino wool (5,040 yd/lb,
Superfine Merino), #66 Graphite,
2,835 yd (9 oz); #57 Elderberry, 
1,328 yd (41⁄4 oz). 18/2 wool-silk 
(5,040 yd/lb, Zephyr), #63 Coral, 
266 yd (7⁄8 oz).

Notions
San Diego Jacket pattern (Sewing
Workshop); notions specified by pat-
tern; sewing thread; 1⁄2 yd rayon lining
fabric to finish seam allowances.

Yarn and pattern sources
JaggerSpun Superfine Merino and
Zephyr wool/silk are available from
Halcyon Yarns in 1-lb cones and 600-yd
minicones in color numbers indicated.
Sewing Workshop patterns are avail-
able from www.sewingworkshop.com.

Warp order and length
930 ends 61⁄4 yd long (includes 2 float-
ing selvedges) following the color
order in Figures 1 and 2 (warp length
allows 9" for take-up and 29" for loom
waste).

Warp and weft spacing
Warp: 30 epi (2/dent in a 15-dent

reed). Width in the reed: 31". 
Weft: 25 ppi . Woven length 

(measured under tension on the
loom): 187".

Finished dimensions
After washing, amounts produce a 
length of yardage 29" × 175", enough
for a medium-size jacket. 
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fabric

2. Warp color order

Note that the colors in the jacket photo are not accurate—sometimes a problem with printed color. The
Graphite is gray (not teal) and the Teal is teal, not dark blue. Check a sample card before ordering yarn.


