
The threading for huck alternates
warp ends on shafts 1 and 2 with
pattern ends on the remaining shafts

available. In the variation called 5-thread
huck, on four shafts the threading repeat
is: 2-3-2-3-2, 1-4-1-4-1. The warp threads
on shafts 3 and 4 are called the pattern
ends because these ends can float to cre-
ate pattern (or weave plain weave), while
the ends on shafts 1 and 2 always weave
plain weave. (Sections of plain weave on
shafts 1 and 2 can be threaded between
sections of huck as desired.)

Five-thread huck

The treadling for 5-thread huck follows
a similar sequence to the threading: even
tabby, pattern, even tabby, pattern, even
tabby; odd tabby, pattern, odd tabby, pat-
tern, odd tabby. A little jingle can help
you keep your place, like La-ti-Da-ti-Da
or Then we Sang a Song!

Huck is usually woven using the same
color in both warp and weft, but if the
ends on shafts 1 and 2 are one color and
the pattern ends a different color, a color-
and-weave effect can be the result. 

In the huck threading for the place-
mats and napkins, dark green pattern ends
on shafts 3 and 4 alternate with light
(natural) ends on shafts 1 and 2. The weft
is all light (natural). This color arrange-
ment produces motifs with dark warp
floats on one side, light weft floats on the
other. Using dark green in the weft for
the pattern picks would produce dark
warp floats and dark weft floats. 

The materials

A soft, absorbent, and mildew-resistant
hemp-cotton blend in natural and a dyed
green organic cotton are recommended
for this project. To give the proper heft
for placemats and napkins, these yarns are
used doubled in both warp and weft.

Eileen Hallman of
Black Mountain, North
Carolina, has cultivated
a passion for environ-
mentally friendly cotton
for over twenty years.

Huck Goes Green
for placemats and napkins

E I L E E N  H A L L M A N

I weave mostly with organic cotton yarns in natural colors. I am especially
interested in finding ways to highlight color on a natural background. For
this project, I was looking for a way to combine a huck threading with color-
and-weave effects similar to those found in shadow weave.
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a. For lighter treadling, these pieces are
woven with the dark warp floats facedown
and the light weft floats faceup.
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S T E P S  F O R  W E AV I N G  T H E  H U C K  P L A C E M AT S  A N D / O R  N A P K I N S

Weave structure
Huck with color-and-weave effects.

Equipment
4-shaft loom, 19" weaving width; 15-dent
or 10-dent reed; 1 boat shuttle with a sin-
gle bobbin or 1 double-bobbin boat shuttle.

Yarns
Warp: 11/2 cotton/hemp (4,620 yd/lb)

used doubled, Natural, 1,336 yd (42⁄3
oz); 10/2 organic cotton (4,200 yd/lb)
used doubled, Loden, 880 yd (33⁄8 oz). 

Weft: 11/2 cotton/hemp (4,620 yd/lb)
used doubled, Natural, 1,860 yd (61⁄2 oz).

Sewing thread for placemat hems; scrap
yarn to protect napkin fringe.

Yarn sources
Natural 11/2 cotton/hemp, 10/2 
organic cotton, and kits for similar 
placemats and napkins are available from
New World Textiles, www.charkha.biz.

Warp order and length
277 doubled ends (includes 2 doubled
floating selvedges) 4 yd long as in Figure 2
(allows 6" take-up, 28" loom waste). Add
30" to warp length for each additional
placemat, 20" each additional napkin. 

Warp and weft spacing
Warp: 15 doubled ends/inch (1 doubled

end/dent in a 15-dent reed or 1-2 
doubled ends/dent in a 10-dent reed).
Width in the reed: 181⁄2". 

Weft: 15 doubled picks per inch. Woven
length (measured under tension on the
loom): 271⁄2" for each placemat; 181⁄5"
each napkin (not including fringe).

Finished dimensions
After washing, amounts produce four
hemmed placemats 16" × 231⁄4" or two
placemats 16" × 231⁄4" and three napkins
16" × 161⁄5" plus 1⁄4" fringe at each end.

PROJECT AT-A-GLANCE
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pick of each napkin and the fringe,
being careful not to catch the scrap
yarn in the stitching. Cut the napkins
apart, allowing 1⁄2" fringe on each end;
remove waste yarn. Machine wash,
warm, on a gentle cycle. Machine dry,
low. Press. With a rotary cutter (if
available) or scissors, trim the fringe
on the napkins to 1⁄4".
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Wind a warp of 554 ends 4 yd long
as in Figure 2. (All warp ends are used
doubled for 275 working ends and 2
doubled floating selvedges; you can
omit the floating selvedges if you are
using a double-bobbin shuttle.) This
length is enough for four placemats or
for two placemats and three napkins.
Add 30" to warp length for each ad-
ditional placemat, 20" each napkin.

Use your preferred method to warp
the loom following Figures 1–3 and
the directions in the Project at-a-
Glance (for specific warping steps, see
Weaving Resources at www.hand
wovenmagazine.com). 

Weave several picks in scrap yarn al-
ternating treadles 2 and 3 in Figure 1
to space the warp. The tie-up is
arranged in a “walking” order. Wind
1 bobbin (2 for a double-bobbin shut-
tle) with the cotton/hemp yarn.

Weave the placemats and the napkins
following the treadling in Figure 1.
Weave 2 picks for each square in the
treadling draft using a single-bobbin
shuttle, 1 pick per square using a dou-
ble-bobbin shuttle. Separate the place-
mats with 2 picks in a contrasting
color; weave 1" with scrap yarn for
fringe before and after each napkin. 

Cut the fabric from the loom allowing
1" fringe for last napkin. Cut apart the
placemats and secure raw edges with
machine zigzagging or serging. Turn
each raw edge 1⁄2" to the wrong side
and press. Bring the folded edge to
the first row of huck pattern, pin, and
sew hem by hand. Press. Machine
straight stitch between the first and last
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Vertical warp floats
create small motifs 
on a background of
pinstripes. For lighter
treadling, the fabric
is woven facedown
using the tie-up in 
Figure 1 (see Photo a,
page 1). To weave the
warp floats faceup,
tie both shafts 3 and
4 to treadles 1 and 4.
The draft in Figure 1
has been adjusted so
that the threading and
treadling of the motifs
are symmetrical.

2. Warp color order

3. Heddle
count




