
your settings:
Designs based on a K2 cabochon, 
September/October, 2013.

your turn
reader comments & sketches

› Design Challenges
your cover riffs:
Designs based on Pam Levin’s K2 and 
 leather cuff, September/October, 2013.

DEADLINES: 
january 31, 2014
Email digital scans at 300 
DPI or send photocopies of 
no more than three sketches 
per challenge, indicating the 
design factor that is your 
starting point. Sketches will 
not be returned.

SEND Sketches & Letters 
for print or online publication 
to: KRosenbusch@interweave.
com; or Lapidary Journal Jewel-
ry Artist, 88 Glocker Way, #299, 
Pottstown, PA 19465.

Please include your name, 
city, and state, and indicate 
“Your Turn” on the subject line 
or envelope.

Lexi Erickson’s sterling 
and goldstone ladies’ bolo, 
COVER

Riff on a design feature of 
this piece such as color, 
texture, form, value, line, 
space, repetition, balance, 
contrast, unity, or variety for 
your sketch.

Sketch a setting for this 
jessite cabochon, cut by 
John H. Heusler, G.G.,  
page 18.

Next Time:

Write to us anytime:
What do you think about  
what you’ve seen and read  
in Lapidary Journal Jewelry 
Artist?

› Letters
Re: “Twisted  
Sterling Cuff,”  
November, 2013
In Travis Ogden’s 
Twisted Sterling Cuff 
article, you use 6 gauge 
sterling silver wire, but 
in the materials list you 
say 8 gauge. Could you 
please tell me which one 
it is?

Michael Moreno 
STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA

Travis Ogden responds:  It is both. Over the years I have made quite a few of 
the cuffs using 6 gauge. I think it makes a beautiful cuff but when I taught it in a 
class, most of the ladies struggled with the heavier gauge. Consequently, I made 
the one in the article using 8 gauge. In fact, I have also made these cuffs with 10 
and 12 gauge. I hope this helps.

Shevvy Baker

Louisville, Kentucky

Shevvy Baker

Louisville, Kentucky

Robin Kessler

Hazel Park, 
Michigan

Robert McLean

Vancouver, British 
Columbia

Leecy Madison

Canton, Georgia

Photo 1 Cut two lengths of 6 gauge 
sterling silver into 6" strips. Anneal both 
pieces.
Photo 2 Mark the exact center of one 
length of wire and and fold into the 
shape of a bobby pin. Mark the second 
length of wire ¼" off the center. Fold like 
the first wire at the mark, making one 
leg ¼" longer than the other. 
NOTE: This extra space allows for 
the two bends to offset and fit nicely 
together. You will correct the ¼" overage 
later in the project.
Photo 3 Anneal both pieces again. 
Flatten and widen the curved end of 

Twisted 
Sterling 
Cuff

O
P

E
N

IN
G

 P
H

O
T

O
: J

IM
 L

A
W

S
O

N
; P

R
O

C
E

S
S

 P
H

O
T

O
S

 B
Y

 G
A

IL
 S

IE
G

E
L

SKILLS 
•  Annealing
• Hammer forming
• Polishing
• Soldering

TIME IT TOOK 
About 8 hours, 
having made it a 
few times already

JEWELRY PROJECT

M AT E R I A L S

8 gauge sterling square wire,   
about 14" 

Hard and medium solder

Steel binding wire

Various polishing compounds

T O O L S

HAND: 8 oz. and 4 oz. ball peen 
hammers, ring file: half round #2 
cut or half round Habilis #1 cut, 
file handle, bending pliers, wire 
cutters, flat nosed pliers, plastic 
mallet, bracelet mandrel

SOLDERING: torch and soldering 
setup, annealing area

FINISHING: 220, 320, 400 
sandpaper, sanding sticks for 
sandpaper, flex shaft, sanding 
drum blue barrel (with mandrel), 
sanding drum pink barrel (with 
mandrel), blue wheel knife edge 
with mandrel, buffing wheel

S O U R C E S 

Most of the tools and materials 
for this project will be available 
from well stocked jewelry 
supply vendors, many of whom 
can be found in our Advertisers’ 
Index, page 78.

AFTER WORKING WITH A SINGLE 
TWIST CUFF FOR MANY YEARS, Travis decided 
to try putting two pieces of sterling square wire together to create a different 
cuff. The very small bracelet with the heavy gauge square wire is simple but 
quite elegant. His wife Darlene got so many requests for her bracelet that we 
began to offer a class at the Denver School of Metal Arts to teach it.

Intertwine two heavy gauge wires 
for an intriguing design

BY TRAVIS OGDEN  
WITH GAIL SIEGEL

1

the wire. Do this to both pieces. 
TIP: When annealing sterling silver, use 
Prip’s or Luxi flux to avoid fire scale.
Photo 4 Refine the shape by striking 
the outer edge of the bobby pin. Allow 
for enough space in the curve so that 
you’ll have enough room for the legs to 
pass through each opening. It is impor-
tant that the two flattened curves are 
identical. 
Photo 5 It is critical to file and finish the 
surface and the center of the twist as 
you go along. It’s difficult to go back 
and clean up this area of the twist after 
the pieces are soldered together. 
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